
 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 
MORMON STUDIES 

 

 
 
 
 

Volume 4 
 

2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PUBLICATION DETAILS 

 
EDITOR 
 David M. Morris 
EDITORIAL BOARD  
 Zachary R. Jones 

Kim B. Östman 
 
 

The International Journal of Mormon Studies is a European based interna-
tionally focused, peer-reviewed online and printed scholarly journal, 
which is committed to the promotion of interdisciplinary scholarship 
by publishing articles and reviews of current work in the field of Mor-
mon studies. With high quality international contributors, the journal 
explores Mormon studies and its related subjects. In addition, IJMS 
provides those who submit manuscripts for publication with useful, 
timely feedback by making the review process constructive. To submit 
a manuscript or review, including book reviews please email them for 
consideration in the first instance to submissions@ijmsonline.org. 
 
 

International Journal of Mormon Studies (Print) ISSN 1757–5532 
International Journal of Mormon Studies (Online) ISSN 1757–5540 

 
 
 
 
 

Published in the United Kingdom. 
 

©2011 International Journal of Mormon Studies 
All rights reserved. 

http://www.ijmsonline.org 

http://www.ijmsonline.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 
MORMON STUDIES 

 
Volume 4, 2011 

 
 

Contents 
 

Publication Details .................................................................................... ii 

Editorial 
David M. Morris .......................................................................................... v 

Fraud, Philandery, and Football:  Negotiating the Mormon Image 
Terryl L. Givens ........................................................................................... 1 

The Infallibility Trap:  The Sacralisation of Religious Authority 
Walter E. A. van Beek ............................................................................... 14 

Seal, Cross and Nautilus:  RLDS/Community of Christ Art and 
Architecture 
Bryan R. Monte ......................................................................................... 45 

A Home for the Saints: Developments in LDS Worship 
Accommodation in Lancashire, England 
Matthew Lyman Rasmussen ....................................................................... 66 

“We Do Not Make Fun of Any Religion in My Newspapers”: The 
Beaverbrook Press Coverage of Mormon Stories in Britain, 1912–1964 
Peter Vousden .......................................................................................... 108 

One-Hundred Years of Solitude:  Mormonism in Italy, 1867–1964 
Eric R. Dursteler ...................................................................................... 119 

Review – The Book of Mormon: A Very Short Introduction 
Mauro Properzi ........................................................................................ 149 



Review – Innocent Blood: Essential Narratives of the Mountain 
Meadows Massacre 
Bernadette Rigal-Cellard........................................................................... 154 

Review – In the Whirlpool 
Carter Charles ......................................................................................... 162 

Review – Mormonen und Staatsburger 
Ingrid Sherlock-Taselaar ........................................................................... 169 

Review – On Zion’s Mount: Mormons, Indians, and the American 
Landscape 
Irén Annus .............................................................................................. 173 

Review – Southern Paiute: A Profile 
Zachary R. Jones ...................................................................................... 175 

Review – Svoboda Sovesti v Rossii: Istoricheskii i Sovremennyi Aspekty, 
Vol. 6 
Jeffrey S. Hardy ........................................................................................ 181 

Article Contributors ............................................................................. 185 

 
 



 

EDITORIAL 

David M. Morris 
Editor 

 
Once again, it is with great pleasure that we publish another 

issue of the International Journal of Mormon Studies (IJMS). This issue 
brings together a combination of scholars from different parts of the 
world and academic disciplines. Drawn from Mormon and non–
Mormon perspectives, the articles found herein provide interesting 
insights to Mormonism globally, encouraging further attention and 
examination. Following on from the successful European Mormon Stud-

ies Association (EMSA) conference in Tilburg, The Netherlands (2010), 
we publish a number of the papers that were presented during that 
conference, as well as publishing direct submissions. These include 
papers from Walter E. A. van Beek, Eric R. Dursteler, Terryl L. Giv-
ens, Bryan R. Monte, Matthew L. Rasmussen and Peter Vousden. 
Accompanying these articles is a number of reviewed books, including 
those of non-English publication, which supports the expanding in-
ternational dimension of Mormon Studies. 

We, as always, extend our appreciation to those who took 
time to blind peer-review articles that have been submitted for publica-
tion. We hope as an editorial board that you will enjoy the contents of 
this issue. 



 

 

REVIEW – ON ZION’S MOUNT: MORMONS, INDIANS, AND THE 

AMERICAN LANDSCAPE 

Reviewed by Irén Annus 

Jared Farmer, On Zion’s Mount: Mormons, Indians, and the American Landscape. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2008. Cloth: €22.95, $29.95. 

In his second book, historian Jared Farmer revisits Utah, his 
former home state, presenting the reader with a truly captivating, inter-
disciplinary investigation of the cultural construction of space. Through 
an analysis of two specific Utahan geographical places, Lake Utah and 
Mount Timpanogos, Farmer maps the various strategies through which 
one of these places has been rejected, while the other has been assigned 
cultural significance, resulting from particular historical moments de-
termined by the intersection of specific economic, ideological (both 
political and religious), and cultural drives and currents, represented by 
different groups and their interests within the American landscape. 

The various chapters of the book offer different historical nar-
ratives related to these two sites. Chapter One surveys the history of the 
Lake Utah region, with a focus on the second half of the nineteenth 
century, during which the Great Basin region was taken over by Mor-
mon settlers, slowly outnumbering and replacing the Native Utes who 
had dominated the area before. Farmer is at his best in unfolding the 
dynamically changing ideological, economic and political dimensions 
along which relations between native inhabitants and white settlers 
were structured, from fishing and the slave trade to efforts to proselyt-
ise. In the meanwhile, he also reveals how changes in the human 
landscape brought about changes in the physical landscape, expressed 
through a series of shifts in the symbolic landscape, i.e. in the meanings 
assigned to the Lake and its resultant significance in the newly emerging 
cultural landscape of the United States. 

As Lake Utah was becoming marginalized, Mount Timpanogos 
started to gain prominence in the newly constructed landscape of Utah. 
The next two chapters describe this process, which lasted well into the 
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twentieth century. Chapter Two surveys the rise of Mount Timpanogos 
from a barely noticed peak in the distant vista to the heights of Latter-
day Utahan pride and of the American national imagination. The 
book’s exhaustive historical analysis of this is finely integrated within 
contemporary cultural endeavours and trends, from religious interpreta-
tions of mountains as holy places to the cultural construction of the 
national landscape as integral to the romantic construction of nation-
hood, as captured in the art of the Hudson River School artists, for 
example. 

As Mount Timpanogos was being appropriated religiously, po-
litically and culturally, it was also beginning to undergo an exoticization 
and historicization through the constitution of the native touch, ana-
lysed in Chapter Three. Farmer offers an impressive account of the 
creation by E. Roberts of a Native legend tied to the mount that has 
triggered a process of cultural production through which the invented 
past has been transformed into reality: it has not only been acted out 
and ritualised, but also surrounded by an aura of factuality, ultimately 
being perceived by many as historical reality. Farmer illustrates brilliant-
ly how this fact was not an isolated example; it followed a pattern 
within a broader cultural production of the American landscape that 
has appeared in a number of other places. 

The book’s meticulous research and engaging style makes it an 
exciting reading experience. It will be an enjoyable read for anyone 
interested in American or Utahan history, Mormon Studies, Cultural 
Studies, Cultural Geography, or Cultural Anthropology, among other 
disciplines.  

Irén Annus 
 Department of American Studies, University of Szeged 

iannus@lit.u-szeged.hu 


