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EDITORIAL 

 
David M. Morris 

Editor 

 

Welcome to the inaugural issue of the International Journal of 

Mormon Studies (IJMS). Traditionally an editor of a new academic jour-

nal justifies the need for further scholarly publications and of course 

this endeavour is no different.   

 The study of Mormonism, whether historical, theological, liter-

ary, sociological, anthropological, or political has grown over recent 

decades and become a diverse, even eclectic field of enquiry. Conse-

quently a number of outlets have emerged that are synonymous with 

the publication of Mormon Studies, such as the handful of printed 

journals, formal associations with accompanying conferences or the 

‘blogs’ or websites that are found on the Internet. While the IJMS takes 

nothing away from these resources, a more internationally focused pub-

lication is needed. It is therefore the intention of the IJMS to explore 

the international experience of Mormonism. We will look for submis-

sions of interesting and important contributions from a multi-

disciplinary perspective. 

Published twice a year as an open access publication and lim-

ited print run peer-reviewed journal, IJMS encourages emerging and 

established authors to discuss issues of importance in their own disci-

plines. The peer review process will match knowledgeable reviewers 

with submitted manuscripts to produce high quality feedback and arti-

cles of interest. Our aim is that this journal will become a pre-eminent 

repository of knowledge for Mormonism in the international arena. 

This becomes poignant as scholarly associations increase in number and 

consider neglected areas of interest. 

One such emergence is the European Mormon Studies Association 

(EMSA) founded in 2006 by three doctoral students, Ronan James 

Head, David M. Morris and Kim B. Östman. EMSA have raised the 

profile of European scholarship by sponsoring an annual conference 
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and an online presence including an informative website. This inaugu-

ral issue consists of a selection of papers presented as part of the EMSA 

2007 conference in Worcester, England. Armand L. Mauss, who inci-

dentally was the keynote speaker, addresses implications and issues of a 

“Second Harvest?” in Europe.  Fred E. Woods reviews migration 

through Liverpool, while Warrick N. Kear revisits his doctoral thesis on 

an “LDS Sound World in the Twenty-First Century.” Ronald E. Bar-

tholomew discusses “Patterns of Missionary Work and Emigration in 

Nineteenth-Century Buckinghamshire, England.” Kim B. Östman con-

siders the regional impact of the recent open house and dedication of 

the Finnish LDS temple. David M. Morris concludes with the “Rhetoric 

of the Gathering and Zion 1831-1920.” 

Finally, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to the many 

individuals who contributed to making it possible to launch this jour-

nal.  Particular thanks go to editorial board members and all the 

reviewers for their careful reviews to ensure the quality of the papers 

presented here.  We are also grateful to the authors for their respon-

siveness to the final manuscript preparation. 



 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 

 

ON THE WAY TO SOMEWHERE ELSE: EUROPEAN SOJOURNERS IN 

THE MORMON WEST, 1834–1930  

 

Reviewed by Kim B. Östman 
 

Michael W. Homer, ed., On the Way to Somewhere Else: European Sojourn-

ers in the Mormon West, 1834–1930. Spokane, WA, USA: Arthur H. 

Clark Company, 2006. 420 pages. Hardcover: $39.50. 

 

Volume 8 in The Arthur H. Clark Company’s “Kingdom in the 

West” series, trial lawyer Michael W. Homer’s compilation of 19th and 

early 20th-century European travel narratives from the American Mor-

mon West is an interesting contribution to the literature on 

Mormonism and Europe. The existing literature on the Mormons and 

the American West is vast, but Homer has succeeded in choosing a 

fresh viewpoint. He focuses on what it was that learned Europeans were 

saying about their visits to the “land of the Mormons,” first in the East-

ern United States and later in the West, Utah. 

Homer, currently chairman of Utah’s Board of State History, is 

himself a descendant of Italian emigrants to the United States. Over the 

years, his scholarly interests have included research on Mormon history 

in Europe. While his method of choosing which travel narratives to 

include in On the Way to Somewhere Else is not explicitly detailed, the 

compilation appears to be a result of Homer’s decades-long efforts to 

collect European writings that deal with Mormonism.  

One reason for the significance of the new book is the window 

it provides into the kinds of Mormon matters that were of interest to 

Europeans at the time. The majority of Europeans had never met 

Mormons in real life, and thus accounts in books and other publica-

tions – even and perhaps especially fictional accounts, as Homer 

remarks (27) – provided an important part of the stuff for Mormon im-



International Journal of Mormon Studies                               173 
 

 

age formation. This process has had far-reaching effects for how the 

Mormon “other” is viewed in Europe. 

The chapters proceed mostly chronologically, with a few the-

matic chapters for example on early travel to Southern Utah and the 

writings of Scandinavian observers interspersed. The book proper con-

cludes with a brief epilogue by Homer on Utah’s situation and changed 

(but in some ways not) image in modern days. An extensive bibliog-

raphy is included at the end, and several illustrations are provided 

throughout the book. 

Each narrative is contextualized through a biographical sketch 

of its author, of whom a total of forty-nine are included in the book. In 

addition to these featured authors, the book contains references to sev-

eral other European writers and their comments on the Mormons. The 

focus of the narratives is on accounts of Utah and the encounters of the 

travellers with Mormons, not on details about the doctrines of the 

Mormon religion. Probably due to its nature as a compilation, the book 

does not in general contain much analysis, mostly only correcting some 

of the factual mistakes made by the authors. The translations from the 

original languages into English have been provided by numerous indi-

viduals. 

As can be expected, one of the main topics dealt with by the 

European travellers was the Mormon practice of plural marriage that 

they encountered and were sometimes eager to see. What one may not 

expect, however, is their widely varying reactions to this practice, all of 

which were by no means negative. The French feminist Olympe de 

Joaral Audouard, for example, gives a puzzlingly positive overview of 

Mormon polygamy (while still offended by it, she preferred it to “the 

Mormonism of Europeans,” referring to the de facto polygamy of some 

Parisians, 126–145). The Austrian-born Joseph Hübner, in contrast, 

lamented what he saw as the stratification of Mormon plural families, 

with wives who have to “sit by, resigned to their fate, with sad and cross 

expressions” (152) as the husband concentrates on his most attractive 

spouse.  
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The widely varying views on plural marriage illustrate the diffi-

culty that contemporaries had in understanding and assessing the 

impact of the controversial practice, even after encountering and inter-

acting with plural families. And while the European authors featured in 

On the Way to Somewhere Else often saw Mormonism’s doctrines as 

strange and its adherents as fanatics on the one hand, many seem to 

have been touched by the Mormons’ hospitality on the other. They 

were not the savages expected by some after all. The Italian physician 

and journalist Carlo Gardini even remarked how he forgave the polyg-

amy of his host family “since [polygamy] had provided me such a sincere 

and cheerful welcome” (298). These are but a few of the interesting, and 

often fruitfully contrasting, observations and musings written down by 

the European sojourners. 

One critical remark has to do with the scope of the book. The 

inclusive title European Sojourners tends to give the reader an expecta-

tion of providing a geographically wide and balanced sample of 

European writings concerning the Mormons in America. With few ex-

ceptions, however, the narratives in the book are drawn from France, 

Germany and Italy, leaving the reader wondering as to why the rest of 

Europe has not been included to the extent implied by the title. 

For example Scandinavia, a hotbed of Mormon activity in the 

19th century, is covered in only five narratives, all from Danish or Swe-

dish writers. The Norwegian Lutheran pastor Andreas Mortensen and 

the Finnish feminist Alexandra Gripenberg are examples of but two 

other influential 19th-century Nordic writers who visited Utah and dis-

seminated their experiences widely in their homelands. Great Britain is 

similarly neglected. Considering the impact of such writings on the 

Mormon image and proselytizing efforts, it would have been interesting 

to see a geographically more balanced sample. And while it may be the 

case that such a sample would mostly have produced similar narratives 

to those now included, that in itself would have served as a useful illus-

tration of a widespread nature of European views of Mormonism. 
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In summary, Michael W. Homer’s On the Way to Somewhere Else 

is a fascinating addition to the literature that connects Europe with 

Mormonism. This recently published collection of European travel nar-

ratives and ponderings provides excellent source material for those 

seeking to analyze and reconstruct the European image of Mormonism 

in the 19th and early 20th centuries. The book is warmly recommend-

ed, especially to scholars that study intercultural encounters and to 

anyone interested in Mormon history of the Utah or European variety. 




